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To sum up: exemption from mutual contradiction,  primary 

process ...,  timelessness, and replacement of external by 

psychical reality – these are the characteristics which we may 

expect to find in processes belonging to the system Ucs.

Freud (1915)

The dynamic unconscious
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The cognitive unconscious

• If one sides with a definition of knowledge as the establishment of 
successful relations with the environment (James, 1904), then 
empirical data in behavioural and (neuro)cognitive psychology suggests 
strongly that there is a qualitatively distinct kind of knowledge, 
acquired, stored, and recalled in a wholly unconscious way.

• The overall focus of research into unconscious knowledge is the 
“knowledgeable” behaviour of subjects in the absence of 
metaknowledge concerning their own epistemic states [.] 

• [I]ndividuals can behave successfully by relying only on unconscious 
mental states, such as unconscious beliefs and intentions. 

Augusto (2010)
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The 
somatic 
marker 
hypothesis

António Damásio
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Background assumptions

Damásio (1996), p. 1414
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Bechara et al. (1997)

logic 
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Bechara et al. (1997)
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A logical model of decision making in the  

SMH?

• X → Y

• (P ∨ Q) → ?

• ((A & B) ∨ (C & D)) → (A ∨ B) ? 

for v(A) = 1, v(B) = 1, v(C) = 0, and v(D) = 0
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